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ascension of Christ was given by angels. “Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into
heaven? This same Jesus which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like
manner as ye have seen him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11). The angels also will accompany
Jesus when He returns (Matt. 13:41).

The inspired writers of the New Testament taught that Jesus would return. “For the
Lord himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and
with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first” (I Thess. 4:16). Peter wrote of
scoffers who would ask, “Where is the promise of his coming,” and replied, “The Lord is not
slack concerning his promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to usward,
not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance. But the day of the
Lord will come...” (II Peter 3:4,9,10).

The Lord’s second coming will be visible to all men. Many believe that when the
Lord returns the saved will be raptured up into heaven and that no one will see Him. In the
first place, the idea of a rapture is completely foreign to the New Testament. Furthermore,
the Scriptures teach that when the Lord returns everyone will see Him. “Behold, he cometh
with clouds; and every eye shall see him, and they also which pierced him: and all kindreds
of the earth shall wail because of him” (Rev. 1:7).

At the Lord’s second coming everything of a material nature will be destroyed. “But
the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night in the which the heavens shall pass away
with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth also and the works
that are therein shall be burned up” (II Pet. 3:10).

At the Lord’s second coming, all the dead will be raised. While some believe that
there will be two resurrections at two different times, the Scriptures teach that there will only
be one resurrection. “Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in
the graves shall hear his voice, and shall come forth; they that have done good unto the
resurrection of life; and they that have done evil unto the resurrection of damnation.” (John
5:28,29).

The time of the Lord’s return is unknowable to man. It is not within man’s power to
know when Jesus will return. The Lord said, “But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no
not the angels of heaven, but my Father only” (Matt. 24:36). Peter wrote, “But the day of the
Lord cometh as a thief in the night...” (Il Pet. 3:10). A thief uses the element of surprise;
even so, when the Lord returns no one will be expecting Him. Paul wrote, “But of the times
and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that I write unto you. For yourselves know
perfectly that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night...” (I Thess. 5:1,2).

The lesson for us: BE PREPARED! “Therefore, be ye also ready: for in such an hour
as ye think not the Son of man cometh” (Matt. 24:44).

The Will of God

The WILL OF GOD is simply the wishes of God for mankind!
The WILL OF GOD is something to be KNOWN by manl!
The WILL OF GOD is something to be DONE by man!

GOD WILLS THAT MEN BE SAVED 3§ GOD WILLS THAT MEN BE CALLED

1. He has made all provisions for such. Matthew 1:21 ACCORDING TO HIS PURPOSE 3§
2 e has provided “the will”" for man to obey. Matthew 7-21 » Ramans 8:78
3. He has given eternal life as a free gift. Romans 6:23 )
4. He is not willing that any should perish. 2 Peter 3.9 * Hiebrews 5:8-3)
GOD WILLS THAT WE GIVE THANKS
GOD WILLS THAT PEACE EXIST ON THIS EARTH 3§ IN ALL THINGS 3E

1. Man is commanded to live in peace.
2 Corinthians 13:17; Romans 12:18
2 Man is commanded to seek peace. 1Peter 3:11
3. Man is commanded fo be found in peace when
the Lord comes. 2 Peter 3:14

= | Thessalonians 5:18 = Ephesians 1-16
* | Timothy 2:1-2

GOD WILLS THAT WE PRAY ACCORDING

HIS WILL 3§
GOD WILLS THAT WE ABSTAIN FROM EVIL 3§ o 1 Jolin 14-13
® | Thessalonians 4:3 « 1 lohn 514 -l
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“Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and
every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that
which is to come: And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him
to be the head over all things to the church, Which is his body, the
fulness of him that filleth all in all” (Ephesians 1:21-23).

ANNOUNCEMENTS

July 5 - Men’s Business Meeting & Ladies’ Bible Class

July 12 - Preach-N-Eat & 1:30 Service (Song Service)

July 29-Aug 2 - Spring/Lansing Barn Meeting with Daniel Koen
Aug 2 - Preach-N-Eat & 1:30 Service

Please give support money for Chinese orphans to Jim Winters
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